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MEDIA: A DAME CHANDER IN 
ORGAN DONATION -Bin LAL GOEL 
Media is one of' Lhe mosl powerful 

LOols for shaping public 01>inion and driving 
social change. In the context or Organ 
Donation in India. its polential as a game­
changer cannot be overstated-it could save 
countless lives by bridging Lhe gap 
hclween demand mul availability. 

1i.e C11rrent.5ttnario 

India faces a critical shortage 

or Organs and the inrraslruclurc 

Organ Donation by performing the following 
mies: 

1. Rai1inx .. 11,:a"ne11 

• Highlighting the acute shortage or 
Organ Relricrnl and Transplant Centres 

across lhe country. 
• Advocating ror the 

establishment or tl1csc centres in 
c,·cry Revenue Dislricl lo 
equitable access. 

necessary for transplants. Despite the Rtn. LAL GOEL 
Z. l.il111"alinX llrr l'ublil" 

• Spreading information ahem! 
rising demand. the country struggles 
with inadequate Orgm1 Rctricval/Transplanl 
Centres. For instance. Ultar Pradesh. with 80 

He,·cnue Districts. has only a handful or 
cities(;-<,) equipped with such centres. 
primarily focused on kidney lrans1>lants. 
Ironically. Ullar Pradesh also leads the nal.ion 
in road accident fatalities-an untapped 
source or Organs from hrain-dead donors. 

7i1is stark disparity underscores the 

m~enl need for inler\'enlion, and \-lcdia is 
uniquely positioned lo catalyse this change. 

H- :Uedia C'an °lra111fonn Organ 

/Jonalion 
\lcdia can tackle the challenges of' 

governmenlsuhsidies and schemes. such as: 
• P.11-7,n· (A..ru1hman Bltaral): 

Providing financial coverage for transplants 
under the ~linislry of' Health and Family 
Welfare. 

• Ra1/rlr(ra 1lrox:ra .\"idl,i (R..t. \ "): 
Offering financial assistance of'up lo lt; lakh 
for life-sa,·ing transplants to patients below 
the poverty line. 

:J. ,:11ro11ral(inxOrgan IJo11atio11 

• Sharing compelling stories 
successrul transplants and the 
transformalivc i1111iacl they have 
rccipients'lh·es. 

* I lighlighling the importance or 



Donating Organs from brain-dead lm·ed 
ones lo sa,·c others. 

4. Streamli11i11x Prottun 
• lm·cstig-.itivc journalism can expose 

bureaucratic inefficiencies. such as delays 
in brain death declarations. leading lo a 
wastage or viable Organs. 

• Campaigns can push for faster 
apprm·als and transparent systems lo 
ensure seamless Organ Retrieval and 
Transplantation. 

'lire Be11efit1ofMedia CamJ,aix,,1 

t. l>i1/,el/i11x .tl:rth• a11d 

.tli1rontt/ltio111 
• Public education campaigns can counter 

cultural and religious misconceptions about 
Organ Donation. creating a more informed 
and receptive audience. 

2. Preuure for l'oli~ Reform 
• Uy spotlighting systemic gaps in 

healthcare. the Media can ad\'ocale for 
better policies and increased funding lo 
impro,·e infrastructure. 

:lbout the ,author 

;J. lupirinx l.inotlona/Conntttio,u 

• Heal-life Donor and Hccipient stories 
can create an emotional impact. inspiring 
indi\'iduals lo pledge their Organs and 
families lo make life-saving decisions. 

4. Pramoting.\°t1('ia/ F.quit., 

• i\ledia can amplify \'Oices from 
undcrprh·ilcgcd communities. ensuring 
they arc not lcn behind in accessing Organ 
Transplant.a lion Services. 

Condu1ion 

~ledia is a critical dri\·cr of change in 
lhc Org-.111 Donation Landscape. By raising 
awareness. educating the public. and 
inspiring collccth·c action. it has the power 
to re,·olutionise the system. Morem-cr. with 
strategic use of its reach and inllucncc. 
Media can adrncatc for policy reforms and 
ensure I.hat lifesaving Organ Transplants 
become accessible lo all. 

The time to act is now. I.cl Media 
become the megaphone for ho11c. 
transfonning the narrative a.round Org-an 
Donation and sa,·ing countless li,·es in the 
process. 

Htn I.al Goel is a visionary leader and a driving force in Organ Donation adrncacy. As 
Charter President of tl1c Rotary Club of Organ Donation International and Chairman of tl1c 
Organ Donation India Foundation & GY.\N. he has been pirntal in raising awareness about 
Ot')t'Jn Donation across India. I le scn·es on the National Conunitlee for the ;,.;ational 
Campaign for Uody-Organ Donation (i\C:UOD) and has been recognised globally for his 
efforts. I lis accolades include the Hajiv Gandhi Businessman of the \'car Award. Tyag Murt 
\fata Ramai Ambedkar Samman. Icons of India .\ward. World Parliament International 
Award and l11e White Coal Ceremony honour by Donate Life. USA. In recognition of his 
outstanding contributions. Mang:1lorc University awarded him the distinguished title of One 

in\lillions. 
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